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In the name of Allah: the Compassionate, the Merciful 
OeFloS! 8 
AL-MA’ UN 


Name 
The Surah has been so designated after the word al-ma‘un occurring at the end of the last verse. 
Period of Revelation 


Ibn Marduyah has cited Ibn Abbas (may Allah bless them both) as saying that this Surah is Makki, 
and the same also is the view of Ata and Jabir. But Abu Hayyan in Al-Bahr al-Muhit has cited Ibn 
Abbas, Qatadah and Dahhak as saying that this Surah was revealed at Madinah. In our opinion there 
is an internal piece of evidence in the Surah itself which points to its being a Madani Revelation. It 
holds out a threat of destruction to those praying ones who are unmindful of their Prayers and who 
pray only to be seen. This kind of hypocrites were found only at Madinah, for it was there that Islam 
and the Muslims gained such strength that Islam and the Muslims gained such strength that many 
people were compelled to believe from expedience, had to visit the Mosque, join the congregational 
Prayer and prayed only to be seen of others, so as to be counted among Muslims. Contrary to this is, 
at Makkah conditions were altogether different. No one had to pray to be seen. There it was difficult 
even for the believers to pray in congregation; they prayed secretly and if a person prayed openly he 
did so only at the risk of his life. This kind of hypocrites found in Makkah did not comprise those 
who believed and Prayed to be seen but those who in their hearts had know, and acknowledged the 
Holy Messenger of Allah (upon whom be peace) to be on the true path, but were avoiding to accept 
Islam in order to maintain their Position of leadership and authority, or were not prepared to take the 
risk of being afflicted with the kind of hardships with which they found the believers afflicted in the 
society around them. This condition of the hypocrites at Makkah has been described in vv. 10-11 of 
Surah Al- Ankabut. (For explanation, see E.N.'s 13 to 16 of Surah Al-'Ankabut). 
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Theme and Subject Matter 


Its theme is to point out what kind of morals a man develops when he refuses to believe in the 
Hereafter. In vv. 2-3 the condition of the disbelievers who openly belie the Hereafter has been 
described, and in the last four verses the state of those hypocrites who apparently are Muslims but 
have no idea of the Hereafter, its judgment, and the meting out of rewards and punishments 
accordingly has been described. On the whole, tie object of depicting the attitude and conduct of two 
kinds of people is to impress the point that man cannot develop a strong, stable and pure character in 
himself unless he believes in the Hereafter. 
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61% cn OAS 1 Cat! 
Denies SACS) Him who eat Have you seen Cail 
The Recompense cul 


Translit 


AhmedAli 
Jalandhry 
vusufali © Seest thou one who denies the Judgment (to come)? 
M.khan — Have you seen him who denies the Recompense? 
Pickthal Hast thou observed him who belieth religion? 
Shakir Have you considered him who calls the judgment a lie? 
J oes iN aia 
Repulses ae (he) who ol That is 
The orphan 
transit  Fadhalika Al-Ladhi Yadu‘u Al-Yatima 
AhmedAli 
Jalandhry 
vusufali © Then such is the (man) who repulses the orphan (with harshness), 
mkhan That is he who repulses the orphan (harshly), 
Pickthal That is he who repelleth the orphan, 
Shakir That is the one who treats the orphan with harshness, 
3% opal ala ide ¢ Jade Ys 5 
On (Je Urges ie And not 
(of) the poor cone Feeding 
transit Wa La Yahuddu ‘Ald Ta‘ami Al-Miskini 
AhmedAli 
Jalandhry 
vusufali And encourages not the feeding of the indigent. 
mxkhan And urges not on the feeding of AlMiskin (the poor), 


Pickthal 


‘Ara‘ayta Al-Ladhi Yukadhdhibu Bid-Dini 


Pa (we Siz ieBod lL alt 


cc Che Se Guyot e vies (We 


awl tne S99 UL 


abl tie (2): 


es eh 7 SE WEY Mv 
ee Ny LLWUSS »I 


And urgeth not the feeding of the needy. 
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Shakir And does not urge (others) to feed the poor. 
¥ ° a 
(A> chat 5 
nto those Pao sind 
U ‘plaelS So woe aT) 


performers of prayers 


Translit 


Fawaylun Lilmusallina 


AhmedAli 
Jalandhry 
vusufali_ SO woe to the worshippers 
mxkhan SO woe unto those performers of Salat (prayers) (hypocrites), 
Pickthal © Ah, woe unto worshippers 
Shakir So woe to the praying ones, 
4 ee ° ie o4 @ 2 «w 4 
5% Oghle gre se Cn 
Of is (they) re Those who 
(are) heedless eS) gw Their prayer 
Transit Al-Ladhina Hum “An Salatihim Sahina 
AhmedAli 
Jalandhry 
vusufali Who are neglectful of their Prayers, 
mx&han Those who delay their Salat (prayer from their stated fixed times), 
Pickthal Who are heedless of their prayer; 
Shakir Who are unmindful of their prayers, 
. gh go 4 
GO C9518 ob Gull 

(do good deeds) to be yah (3 o 3 

eae Ogsl (they) e Those who 
Transit AJ-Ladhina Hum Yura'tina 
AhmedAli 
Jalandhry 
yusufali Those who (want but) to be seen (of men), 
M.Khan 


Those who do good deeds only to be seen (of men), 
Pickthal = Who would be seen (at worship) 


Who do (good) to be seen, 


Shakir 
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Translit 


AhmedAli 


Jalandhry 


YusufAli 
M.Khan 
Pickthal 


Shakir 


ae Ce ee 

7% Ogee O gros 

Small kindness 
(utensils) 


Bor, 


Ogle}. And they withhold © yang 


Wa Yamna ‘ina Al-Ma ‘tina 


Us by fz ica 


Zt mab Ug SE cal 
But refuse (to supply) (Even) neighbourly needs. 
And prevent Al-Ma'in (small kindnesses like salt, sugar, water). 
Yet refuse small kindnesses! 


And withhold the necessaries of life. 
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